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October 8, 2002

T}re Honorable Norman Mineta

- U.8. Department of Transpottation
400 SeVen’th‘Stféé’é,;S,W; i - i R , e |
Washington, D.C. 20590 g . s ' .

. Dear Secretary Mineta,

"The terrorist att"ac];s_undetscorecl the critical neecl to increase security at our airports and | funy support'mea‘surés that
ensure the safetj' Qf travelers. ’ : REC o ‘ -

Tt is my und@iﬁt‘aﬁding from recent news reports that a numl)er of Pé,OP.l‘ef have Leen cletained and prevente“cl from
]:)oarcling an ‘a'itpla'iie‘ because their names were includecl in the “No Ply Watch List, " atﬂhoring in last year's Aviation
a‘mf Transportation Security Act. The list was created to raise a red ’ﬂag when suspécted terrorists attempt to board an-
ai‘rpl‘a‘ne.ﬂ However, some of the individuals detained and prevented from boarding their flight axe ,f‘blitiéal’ activists, not

= suspeete'cl"tetfoﬁsts;

News féiﬁb _ vé{donfirmecl that several agencies contribute names and are able to have access to the list,‘HoWevé};‘
theée"&ﬁeﬂcigs. efuse to describe the criteria used to determine who is included on the lis"c*.\ This lack of ’Erans‘paréncy is .
very clisthi’:-ki’né ancl I believe it raises very important questions: ; S .
¢ What is the criteria being used to determine who is included on the list? -
Which agency maintains the list?
What agencies contribute names to the list?

Who has access to the list?

I'm also very _cbnc‘exned tha‘cthe list presents signiﬁcant oven&e'aéli and will effect the righté guarante‘é& By our. ;
,Con’sfcituticn to every citizen. While 1 re,qoinize t]a:e/nee&to protect the proceclur’e of certain security measures, the “No
- Fly Watch List” raises serious questions anc the lack of information surrounding it is equaﬂy ‘clis’cur, ing.

1 resfe‘c&uﬂy request,thét;you make available the criteria used to determine who is included on the “No Fly Watch |

List,” the agencies whb contribute and use the list, and what safeguards are being taken to ensure that individuals’ civil
xig}its‘are no‘c'v;iolated_' I thanle you in aclvance for your Ll cooperation antl assistance on fcllese most serious of issues.

™ Member of C‘ongress it o
oecr The H o]ale]ames M. Loy S
g ' U\n'dér\ Secretary of Transportation for Security



